
. to provide (necessarily) modest material assis-
tance to meet the many urgent and important
needs of the beneficiaries and their families.

Despite the existence of various associations pro-
viding assistance to foreigners and undocumented
migrants, the needs of these groups remain con-
siderable, urgent and constant. In addition, (among
other things, because of the conditions and con-
straints attached to official subsidies) these asso-
ciations limit their aid more and more to those
whose right to remain in Belgium has already been
approved, which leaves without any support those
without status or documentatiofl, who conse-
quently often find themselves in utter destitution
and despair.
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In its work "L'Olivier'$elps all those in need, with-
out fear or favour. Those who are in Belgium legally
can also receive our support, especially for proce-
dures such as applications for Belgian citizenship,
family reunification, the adoption or reception and/
or care of their loved ones, social welfare benefits,
marriage, urgent preventive or curative medical
assistance etc.

The association makes no distinction among
those in difficulty or distress, whether they be new
arrivals, asylum seekers, legal residents, failed
applicants or those with pending applications. Our
assistance is free of charge , but beneficiaries are
most welcome to make a donation if they have the
means to do so.
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We are a service that specialises in guiding and
assisting migrants in distress in the Brussels

region. We help those facing difficulties (concern-
ing their legal status, their material needs or their
psychological wellbeing) irrespective of their status
in Belgium or in their country of origin.

We seek to listen to, get to know and support the
poor, the excluded and the misunderstood, with
whom Christ himself powerfully identified:

3' I was hungry, I was thirsty,
I was a stranger, I was naked,
I was sick,
I was a prisoner
and you welcomed me "

MaTHIEU 25:35

"L'Olivier 1996" also wants to go further, working
upstream to promote a fairer and more coherent
reception system:

In the face of any human suffering ...you must work
not only to relieve it immediately,but also ta remoue its

causes ... No one cqnbe truly good nor just nor true if
he has not resolved to devote himself to both of these

tasks .They cannotbe separated without being denied.
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Our small team is composed exclusively of volun-
teers with over twenty years' experience of giving
legal assistance to refugees, migrants and asy-
lum-seekers regarding their status, and providitg
material help to those foreigners who are margin-
alised and in need.

The service can count on the permanent presence

of a specialised professional jurist and of a social
worker, both with longstanding expertise in the
daity problems faced by migrants. The charity
also has immediate and permànent access to the
services of a barrister specialising in asylum and
migration law.
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The work undertaken since 1996 by our service has
achieved considerable success, leading to its com-
plete autonomy, with legal status as a registered
charity (ASBL), since April 2008. Our aims are stated
in Article 3 of our statutes:

"the Associ ation aims to do everything possible ta con-

tribute to the integration of foreigners into Belgian soci-

ety by means of legal assist ance.It may carry out qny

acts whatsoever directly or indirectly connected, in whole
or in part, with this objective or which moy further its
dev elopment or facilitate its acco mplishment."

Thus, "L' Olivier 1996" is a project aimittg to assist
foreign nationals seeking (inter)national protection
and to resolve their undocumented status in a rea-
sonable, legal and above all humane manner.

Its activities are therefore clearly profitable:

to the State which needs to have a clear pic-
ture of its demographics if it is to implement
its social policies with an adequate budget (in
theory the State currently funds expensive
medical care which is for illegal aliens),

to soci€ty, which should be able to live in
safety and be sure that its support for the
activities of the State benefits only citizens and
migrants whose goal is to be legally present on
Belgian soil,

to foreign nationals and their families, who
aspire to a stable, secure and legal basis for
their stay in Belgium:

- to understand the reason for the possible
failure of their application to stay in Belgium,

- to lead a normal life in Belgium, or

- to return to their country of origin or of
habitual residence:

- having had their asylum or regularisation
application rejected, or

- having been informed that such an

application would not be legally possible.

Our legal and social services have been set up:

to inforffi, advise and direct our beneficiaries;

to assist in planning and drafting their appli-
cations and requests, if these are deemed to
be well founded and/or where their outcome is
likely to be positive;

to accompany them through the required
legal and administrative procedures, or assist
those who require it in contacting outside legal
counsel;
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